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‘Vasundhara’ is a multi-locational cultural forum
dedicated to literature, arts, theater and cinema. eraT BTl
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At our innovative book stores located at Powai
(Mumbai) and Adarsh Nagar (Jaipur), we stock books in
Hindi, English and Marathi on diverse subjects

including fiction, poetry, drama, philosophy, religion, e, A6 TR, ST SRR, e,
travel, environment, recreation, history, current P T e e ST G BRT e
affairs, gender equality, health, food etc. etc. by T B T g ok Ry wug feen, S wtaes &
international authors as well as writers from Indian - AT G G A £ T8 o7 TR TH
languages, including classics as well as current prize Pl & STeTaT RIeTCY/JadTEe ¥ TR 48 ot T Tehd £
winning titles.
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readers offers books and activity books for children of ﬁmﬁﬁwﬁﬁl

all ages. If your desired title is not available with us, we
will arrange to procure it for you as soon as possible. RT3 Pegl W ARPIAP BIAGHI, BlAd-Bel! T8,
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We offer attractive discounts on all books, offer special
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‘Vasundhara’ is also engaged in organizing cultural — S I Y
programmes, literature readings, talks and music
related activities. Our registered society ‘Vasundhara
Manch’ also arranges film screenings of artistic world
and Indian cinema at Jaipur. Our bulletin ‘Vasundhara
Samachar’ details these activities.

Jan Vasundhara Sahitya Foundation’ is a non-profit
organization. All donations to Jan Vasundhara Sahitya

L Foundation qualify for Income Tax rebate under Section
80G of Income Tax.
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Vasundhara Manch
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PRAVEEN MORCHHALE

Who has been hailed by critics all over the world as an important filmmaker of the Indian new wave.
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In May last week, courtesy Mr Jitendra Bhatia’s passion for sharing good cinema, we got to see the
repertoire of Mr. Praveen Morchhale’s works. Live interaction with the director was not just an
icing on the cake, but made the audience aware of the constraints within which the artist operates.

Here are my comments on what worked for me...

A satire, replete with the political/ bureaucratic
absurdities of New India. What impressed me more was
the audacity of the director, when ‘dissent’ has got a bad
rap and the government is drawing ever-shrinking lines
around freedom of expression. OTT platforms have
already refused his earlier movies, for being too political
(ie. risky), and he has a dossier of experiences getting
them through the Censor Boards. Yet he chose to make
this movie and for that alone, I applaud his courage.

As for the craft, the movie was a breath of fresh air.
Characters are neither black nor white nor any shade of

Widow of Silence

The plight of ‘Half-Widows of
Kashmir valley is four decades old
now, often presented on silver
screen from differed POVs. With
that caveat, I have to admit that the
story did not appeal to me as much.

What shines through the movie is Praveen's observant
script and sensitivity—Registrar telling the heroin - “You
won't be able to prove before your death that you are
alive.” And his uses of metaphor like tying up the grandma

As fresh as a gurgling, cool Ladakhi water stream

on a 41 C scorching afternoon! The young student,

out to repair a broken school chair, becomes an
adorable symbol for the innocence of the valley, where
life is tough yet smiles are honest. Again, lots of
metaphors are left for the audience to discover and
process. This is the film that'll lend to the de-layering of
more nuances in a second viewing.

Some scenes stood out to me—a farmer switching back
the water channel, so that the young kid can get the flour
for an evening meal—the ethics of this transaction are so
subtle that you may even miss it. I chuckled when a
Muslim artisan gets all worked up when his cow goes
% missing, haha, well played Mr. Director!
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Walking with the Wind

;

~ Ajay Goyal

Sir Madam Sarpanch

grey; the director has drawn them as kooky oddball
caricatures. The message is light-hearted/ tongue-in-
cheek, and not confrontational or preachy. If the audience
gets the joke, fine, else Praveen moves on to the next skit.
And there are plenty—references to ‘New India’ $5 trillion
economy, social media, textbooks revision,
demonetization, structures not able to support books
weight...

The movie is tough to slot into a genre—it's less of a
‘Panchayat’ or a ‘Kathal, more of “Jaane bhi do Yaron”
Perhaps India has got a worthy addition to the likes of
Sudhir Mishra, Abhinav Sinha, Anurag Kashyap, or Hansal
Mehta, who have not shied away from showing the mirror
to us from time to time.

before the ladies of the house go out to their respective
vocations. Or the philosophical banter of the taxi driver
who is trying to reconcile to the valley’s (and his) fate that
has turned topsy-turvy - “silence gives people the chance
to think’ he says at one time and at another - ‘Wadis make
a poet out of you'.

The scene where the daughter tears up her missing
father’s picture, and then tries to rearrange the pieces, is
heartrending —Praveen does not vocalize the sentiment,
if the viewer doesn't get it that’s fine, it's not his
responsibility to sensitize the audience if they can't feel
the injustice before their eyes.

WALKING witi
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The film is a slow and serene shot in

a semi-documentary style—
dialogues are minimal and
meaningful, the use of day-to-day
sounds of Ladakh (instead of B/G
music) works well & Praveen's
ability to elicit performances from
the locals lends authenticity.
Viewers of Vasundhara may recall Abbas Kiarostami's
“Where is my friend’s House” shown some months back.
His tribute to showing the movie to the locals at the Leh
festival was a warm gesture.
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. For more collections and Special Offers, please visit- www.vasundharabooks.com
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